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Introduction
This policy was reviewed and updated in line with the 0 – 25 SEND Code of Practice 2014
As outlined in this document, all children and young people are entitled to an education that enables them to make progress so that they:
· achieve their best
· become confident individuals living fulfilling lives
A pupil has Special Educational Needs where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, namely provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age and is within the four broad areas of need.
· communication and interaction
· cognition and learning,
· social, emotional and mental health difficulty
· sensory and or physical need
Our aims and objectives are;
1. To identify and provide support for pupils who have SEND and additional needs
2. To work within the guidance provided in the SEND Code of Practice 2014
3. To provide an environment whereby a child has the opportunity to make progress academically, socially and physically as part of a mainstream school
4. To create a support structure to enable individuals to achieve



The role of the SEND Co-ordinator
The SENDCo will work within a SEND team to:
· Work in conjunction with staff to identify and monitor children who have SEND
· Attend termly meetings with each year group to review progress
· Oversee the SEND records of all children on the SEND register
· Arrange for assessment, where appropriate and ensure parents are informed
· Liaise with external agencies e.g Educational Psychologist, Health and Social Services
· Work with Head Teacher, SLT and SEND Governor evaluating information and informing them of any issues
Identification, assessment and provision for pupils with SEND
In the continuous cycle of planning, teaching and assessment, teachers and support staff make regular judgements about children’s performance in relation to national expectation.
These judgements will be discusses at termly Pupil Progress Meetings and the termly SEND Review meetings.
We also identify SEND needs through;
· information directly given by parents
· data gathered from in school assessments
· recommendations from other professionals; Health and Social Care
There should not be an assumption that all children progress at the same rate, a judgement has to be made in each case as to what is reasonable for each child to achieve. Where progress is not adequate it will be necessary to take some additional or different action to enable the pupil to learn more effectively.
SEND Pupil Review Meetings
Each term a meeting is held by the SEND team with every year group to discuss the progress of children identified as having additional needs. Individuals and groups of children will be targeted for specific interventions to help raise their attainment. Discussions are shared on progress and any continuing concerns where the SENDCO offers advice and support. Discussions are also held with parents to detail interventions that their child is having in school and additional meetings are held with the SENDCO to discuss progress where necessary.
Teachers also discuss progress in Pupil Progress Meetings and any concerns over individuals are discussed again with the SENDCO to see if additional support is to be implemented.
Assessments are carried out throughout the year which informs these meetings and targets are put in place for individuals.


School Support Plans are put in place for children with specific additional needs, such as:
• Physical aids/interventions
• Visual/Hearing impairments
• Behaviour contracts
• ASD 1:1 support
• Medical needs
Targets are reviewed and evaluated and progress monitored. If a child is seen to be making progress in line with peers they will continue to receive support, where needed, but discussions will take place with the class teacher and parents, as to if they need to remain on the SEND register.
If a child continues to demonstrate significant cause for concern, despite interventions that are matched to the pupil’s areas of need, the school will meet with family/carers to draw together a ‘One Plan’. This plan is reviewed regularly (Assess-Plan-Do-Review). A referral may be made to other professionals who would undertake assessments as appropriate. If the outcomes on the ‘One Plan’ are not achieved, it may become necessary to make a formal request to the local authority to conduct an EHC (Education, Health and Care) needs assessment which may lead to an EHC plan.

Monitoring
The SENDCO evaluates the school’s SEND provision as part of the School Improvement Plan.  Regular meetings are held between the SENDCO, Head teacher and Well Being Team. The Designated Governor is kept informed about SEND developments at governors meetings and on visits round the school.
The SEND team are provided with release time each week and will spend some of the time monitoring teachers planning and intervention strategies to support children with SEND
The school organisation allows for each year group to have teaching assistant support. Work is differentiated and groups are supported at the appropriate levels to provide specific, targeted interventions.   There are numerous strategies that are used throughout the school. There is also flexibility to provide support across year groups if it would benefit an individual child or group.






Supporting pupils with medical conditions
Red Hall Primary School recognises that pupils at school with medical conditions should be properly supported so that they have full access to education, including school trips and physical education.   A care plan is created for these children and reviewed regularly.  Some children with medical conditions may be disabled and where this is the case schools will comply with its duties under the Equality Act 2010.
Supporting pupils with disabilities
Not all children with disabilities have SEND, many pupils will learn alongside their peers with little need for extra resources beyond that of a hearing aid, equipment to aid vision or a wheel chair. Teachers must however take action in their planning to ensure that these pupils are enabled to participate as fully as possible within the Curriculum and assessment arrangements.
Facilities currently in school are; disabled toilets and shower, hand rails near stairs, lift and ramp.
English as an additional language (EAL)
Children with limited English do not necessarily have SEND. If a child is experiencing difficulties with appear to be more than language based then school will arrange for assessments to be carried out to establish whether or not they have learning difficulties.

Training
The SENDCO will keep staff updated on any changes concerning SEND and encourage personal development in this field.  SENDCO will budget appropriately for SEND priorities outlined in the School Improvement Plan.
Red Hall continues to be part of the Darlington SEND Network, having access to training and support.
Partnership with parents
The school will endeavour to;
· Provide clear and accurate information about the child’s SEND and purpose of any assessment, targets or intervention
· Ensure that parents have the opportunity to talk with SENDCO, Vulnerable Pupil Support Manager and other professionals so that they understand the agreed outcomes of any intervention and how they can be a partner in working towards their child’s targets 
· Outline provision in the Local Offer [Appendix 1]
·  Inform parents before involving outside agencies for additional advice or assessments


Arrangements for considering complaints about SEND provision within school
Initially, complaints should be discussed with the class teacher. Depending on the outcome of the meeting the SENDCO should be informed or Head Teacher.
If no agreement can be arrived at the parent can then approach the school’s named governor with responsibility for the monitoring of the schools SEND policy. They would also be given the name of the LEA identified/nominated person who has been trained to help them deal with their problem, or the Parent Partnership Service.
It is hoped, however, that matters can be dealt with within the school domain.
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Red Hall Primary School
SEND Information Report
(Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Information Report)
February 2016
If your child has special educational needs and/or a disability and you would like to know more about what we offer please contact us; 
SENDCO: 		 Julie Davidson
Shadow SENDCO:	Stacy Luxon
SENDCO Assistant:    	Debbie Hayman					
SEND Governor:	Emma Beale
Contact:		01325 254770
Local Offer Contribution:
http://darlington.fsd.org.uk
Whole School Approach:
At Red Hall Primary School, we believe that every pupil has the right to equal access to a broad and balanced curriculum.  We consider it essential that the curriculum is presented in a supportive and stimulating environment which values each child and encourages them to achieve their full potential.
 
We offer EVERY child or young person in our care, high quality first teaching and additional differentiated and personalised approaches to teaching and learning or interventions where required.




Underpinning ALL our provision in school is the graduated approach cycle of: 



Assess
Throughout the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 the children are assessed against nationally set criteria to check their progress across all areas of learning.  It is through this process that children who are not making expected progress are highlighted.  Teachers and support staff play a vital role in raising concerns about other barriers to learning, such as behavioural, social and emotional matters.  School also takes seriously any concerns raised by parents.  These concerns are recorded and compared to the setting’s own assessment and information about how a pupil is developing.
Assessments are reviewed regularly.  This helps to ensure that support and interventions are matched to need, barriers to learning are identified and overcome.

Review
The effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress is reviewed in line with the agreed dates.
The impact and quality of the support and interventions are evaluated, along with the views of the pupil and their parents and any specialist support services involved.  The class teacher, with the support from the SENDCO, revises the support in light of the pupil’s progress and development.
Parents are given clear information about the impact of their support and interventions provided, enabling them to be involved in planning next steps.  
Where a pupil has an EHC plan, the local authority must review that plan as a minimum every 12 months.
All teachers are responsible for every child in their care, including those with special educational needs. (Reference: Teaching & Learning Policy)





What kinds of special needs are provided for at Red Hall Primary School?
At Red Hall Primary School, we provide for children of varying needs. This is approached through a number of strategies depending on the children’s needs and supported by a range of specialist services and expertise.
Children and young people’s SEND are generally thought of in the following four broad areas of need and support

1. Communication and interaction 
Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. Children and young people with an Autism Spectrum Disorder, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience difficulties with language, communication, social interaction and imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others
Details of our provision
· Makaton and Makaton trained staff
· Makaton training sessions for Parents
Specialist Services and expertise
· Access to Speech and Language Therapists.
· Outreach support from Northwood Speech and Language Specialist Staff (Mandy Raw).
· Educational Psychologist (Lucy Pollock).
· Early Years Team (Joy Burgess)
· Communication Outreach Service
· LIN Service
2. Cognition and learning 
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment. Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia

Details of our provision
· Key Stage 2 Learning Hub Class – Little Leaps
· EYFS Nurture Group
· Targeted personal support through intervention groups
· Resourcing; individual work stations, coloured overlays, IWB backgrounds, Visual timetables
Specialist Services and expertise
· Educational Psychologist (Lucy Pollock)
· Early Years Team (Joy Burgess)


3. Social, emotional and mental health 
Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as anxiety or depression, self-harming, eating disorders or physical symptoms that are medically unexplained. Other children and young people may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder.
Details of our provision
· Key Stage 2 Learning Hub Class – Little Leaps
· Access to a School Counsellor (Lillian Moore)
· Learning Mentor Support
· Family Support Worker (Yvonne Watson)
· Circle of Friends
· Tree of Life
· Mindfulness
· Growth Mindset
· ELSA training
· Therapeutic Story Writing
· All staff Team Teach trained
Specialist Services and expertise
· The Mulberry Centre, CAMHS (Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service).
· FIT (Family Intervention) Team
· Educational Psychologist (Lucy Pollock).
· Early Years Team (Joy Burgess)
· Marchbank Free School Outreach
· Beaumont Hill Outreach
· Early Help
· PCSO
4. Sensory and/or physical needs 
Some children and young people require special educational provision because they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided. Many children and young people with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) or a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist support and/or equipment to access their learning. Children and young people with an MSI have a combination of vision and hearing difficulties, which makes it even more difficult for them to access the curriculum or study programme than for those with a single sensory impairment. Some children and young people with a physical disability (PD) require additional ongoing support and equipment to access all the opportunities available to their peers.
Details of our provision:
· Red Hall Primary School is fully wheelchair accessible.
· First Aid and Medication team who assist with children’s care plans and risk assessments
· Sensory Areas
· Visual Timetables
· Staff trained in Moving and Handling
· Makaton

Specialist Services and expertise
· Early Years Team (Joy Burgess)
· Advisory teacher support for children with Hearing Impairment 
· Occupational Health
· LIN Service
(Reference: SEND Policy February 2016)
What additional support is there at Red Hall Primary School?
Family Support Worker
Yvonne Watson is our Family Support Worker.  She is available for parents/carers and children to speak to if they need support.
School Counsellor
Lillian Moore is our school counsellor who works 1:1 with children one day a week.
Learning Mentor 
Angela Clemmons is our Learning Mentor and works with groups or individuals every afternoon.

Consulting with children, young people and their parents
Involving parents and learners in the dialogue is central to our approach and we do this through:
· Parent and Pupil Consultation Meetings
· Additional meetings as required
· Reports
· Person Centred Reviews
· Pupil Voice

Staff development
We are committed to developing the ongoing expertise of our staff.  We have current expertise in our school:

	Initials of person
	Area of expertise
	Level (as per p58 of SEND Code of Practice 2014)

	SL
	SEND
	NASENCO Qualification

	SL and DH
	ASD Leads
	

	SL
	Dyslexia
	

	JD, SL, LS, AM, 
	MHFA
(Mental Health First Aid)
	

	RG
	Mindfulness
	

	TB
	Makaton
	

	EP
	Autism/ELSA
	Level 2

	
	Therapeutic Story Writing
	

	DH
	Tree of Life
	


	
Since September 2015 we have put in additional training for staff in;	
ASD Awareness
Attachment Disorders
Emotional Literacy
Circle of Friends
Positive Behaviour Management
Team Teach and Positive Handling
Developing fine motor skills and handwriting.
Mental Health First Aid
Dyslexia
Emotional State
Staff deployment
Considerable thought, planning and preparation goes into utilising our support staff to ensure children achieve the best outcomes, gain independence and are prepared for adulthood from the earliest possible age.
Support Staff within Red Hall Primary School include;
1 HLTA
5 Level 3 TA’s
4 Level 2 TA’s 
2 Classroom Assistants
3 Apprentice Teaching Assistants

School Partnerships and Transitions
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible.  This can include transition to and from the school; Key Stages and between Year groups. This can be done at various points throughout the year. 
Transition to various local Secondary Schools is carefully planned, with the SENDCO’s from primary and secondary school working in close partnership to share key information and with our own school learning mentor taking a lead role in planning individualised transition for more vulnerable and SEND pupils. For children with SEND we work closely with their chosen Secondary School to organise extra transition visits and staggered visits


Complaints
We hope that complaints about SEND provision will be rare, however, if there should be a concern the process is outlined within our complaints policy which is available on the school website or from the office.
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